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Intalhgenco sources have ralsed gn in.’
triguing possibility: a rapprochement be-!
tween- the United Stiates and Cuba. At
“first,s the- suggestion:* seems - farfetched,
but normalization of relations with Cas- :
tro would undercut.the Soviets and pro-
.duce »a_ dramatic ~ international turn-
‘around--all at small "cost-to President”
‘Reagan."As-Richard Nixon’s opening to.
‘China “demonstrated; *a* Republican- in-:
‘theWhite House:can pull off this kind of 1}
.political - heresy rwithout “the “cries of’
*“Treason!” that would greet a Democrat..

«-'The,. whola, idea - naturally. depends:
more ‘on-Castro. than on ‘Reagan. My
smmtellmehexsfed upw:thhxssu-v“
“periors-in ‘the Kremlin. Whils he has un:t
‘disputed control of his little island and its
'9.8. million: mhabxtants, what: he-appar- ¥
.ently yearns: for is the position: of Third:
World leader . that .was held for ,many.

_ yearsbyMars}mlT'toonugoslavm e

“But Castro has a huge problem. Unlike'

T'to who broke with the Kremlin three~

“Years after his’ Sowet-supnorfed vxctory in-
. Yugoelavia,’ Castro has ‘slipped - increas- |
* ingly int debt to'thie Russians as every year |
goes. "by.* And; ‘whatis ‘worsé; ‘from " his
= viewpoint; he has been unable to keep his
" vassalage to the Sovzetsasecret. Castro is
. widely_ perceived in.the. Third World as-
" little more than a Kremlin stooge: ‘
**To & man of Fidel Castro® self-esteem,
“this-well-deserved " reputation ‘has’ ‘appar-
* ently" become - intolerable. *Hs ecognizes
“his folly and xsevanwxllmgtoadmxtxt.‘
‘Last summer, at the first anniversary cele-
;. bration of the Nicareguan. revolution, Cas-
rtm wamed the Sandinista leaders: not to-
-make the mistake he did by “getting mto-
: bed"thh the Russians;- 3

mtbaax?, sze coutrhse, is the bﬂhons in Soviet aid |
ps the mismanaged Cuban econ:

: omy barely viable, Without the infusion of

+ 310 lmllxon ‘a.day. in_ aid, ﬁ-om Moscow, :
“Castro’s*" government - would collapse.”

~ ‘Soviet oil fills vn'tually all of Cuba S energy J
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" port notes, “Castro brings to his mzssxon

L among’ more - moderate leaders in - then

.son’ that a soldxers pay is not’ only

~ husbands- fighting and’ dying in Africa

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/01 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000201040055-6

THE WASHINGTON POST
]5 February 1981

LTRSS g anag Y
needs:. Two dxsastrous sugar cane and to-
bacco harvests in a row have put Cuba
‘hopelessly in debt to the Russians. : - .-
. But intelligence. sources say Castro
-still"sees himself as the champion of the ]
. world’s. oggressed masses, 'In opposing
. Westem- ‘economic imperialism,’ the re-
-maining vestiges of European colonial-”
- ism and white minority regimes of South-
Africa,”; & secret State” Department e~

.an almost messianic zeal.”. «.:
- =/The Cuban dictator still retains his old
g chansma among Latin *America's- young >
* militant radicals, who are willing to ignore- ;
- his-dependency on the Soviet Union. He:}
“gven: has’ a: certain- amount: of: mpect

- hemisphere, who see the main enemy as-
‘the:: military-landowning - oligarchs "who"
E have oppressed their nations for centuries,:
“*" And so far Castro has had no difficulty :

finding . Cuban- recruits for his military.
. adventures abroad——for the pathetxc rea-’

steady, but an improvement over the
" misery of life in the city slums or back-
_ breakmg work in the sugar-cane fields... .
'+ But" sources told’ my associate Bob
Sherman that Castro’s overseas expedi-
tions _are .increasingly unpopular . at
_ home. Cuban’ families with sons and

apparently see the foreign campaigns as
rless an’ idealistic struggle than' an+at~]
;tempt to- fulfill. Fidel Castro’s' wamng
dreams of international power. - :: ;o7 23,
- And no: ‘matter how many Cuban men
he sacrifices- in’ Angola “and Ethiopia,
i Castro’s: hopes of achieving the prestige-
nof Third World ascendancy are doomed ]
-89 long as. he continues to be: .perceived
*as a Kremlin lackey. Castro recognizes’
thxs, ‘but so far hasn’t figured a way.out:
+of his dilemma. Maybe an “opening” to
i the Reagan admxmstratxon will stnke
him as worth trying, -
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